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ABSTRACT 

This study delves into the intricate tradition of hand-block print fabrics across three pivotal 

regions in India: Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. These areas are renowned for their 

contributions to the art of hand-block printing, each offering unique styles that are deeply 

entwined with their cultural heritage. Employing a qualitative research methodology, this paper 

examines historical documents, conducts extensive interviews with local artisans, and undertakes 

field observations to draw a comprehensive picture of the current practices. The findings reveal 

the diverse techniques and motifs characteristic of each region, reflecting local mythologies and 

the environment and assessing the craft's significant socio-economic impact on the communities 

involved. Amid the advent of industrialisation and changing market demands, this research 

highlights artisans' challenges and emphasises the crucial need for measures to preserve this 

invaluable cultural heritage. The study calls for concerted efforts towards education, sustainable 

economic support, and broader global recognition to ensure the continuity and prosperity of 

hand-block printing traditions. 

Keywords: Hand block printing, Cultural heritage, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Artisan 

techniques, Textile motifs, Economic impact, Intangible cultural heritage, Preservation. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Hand block printing, an ancient fabric art form, is deeply rooted in the cultural fabric of India, 

manifesting a rich tapestry of traditions across its various regions. Among these, Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan stand out for their distinctive styles, influenced by local culture, 

history, and the environment. This research delves into the cultural, economic, and artistic 

nuances of hand-block print fabrics from these states, exploring how this traditional craft plays a 

pivotal role in preserving community identity and fostering a symbiotic relationship between 

tradition and modernity. 
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Historically, block printing in India can trace its origins back over 2,000 years, initially used for 

decorating fabrics and later for paper. India has emerged as one of the largest manufacturers and 

exporters of block-printed fabric globally, with Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat being 

key centres for this craft (Chouhan, 2019). The craft's survival through centuries signifies an 

artistic endeavour and a continuous cultural legacy deeply embedded in the social and economic 

life of the communities involved. 

In Madhya Pradesh, the Bagh print, characterised by its natural dyes and intricate patterns, is a 

notable example of the region's contribution to block printing. This craft not only represents the 

artistic expression of the local artisans but also underscores the ergonomic challenges they face 

due to the physically demanding nature of the printing process (Kamble et al., 2022). 

Rajasthan, known for its vibrant culture, is famous for its traditional handblock printing, with 

distinct styles like Sanganeri and Bagru prints. However, the traditional craft faces challenges 

from modernisation and changing market demands, which have led to a decline in its practice, 

reducing it to a few artisan families (Mogra, 2015; Sharma & Pant, 2017). 

Gujarat's tradition of Ajrakh block printing is recognised for its intricate designs and the use of 

natural dyes derived from local resources. This craft has sustained its legacy through a 

continuous adaptation, blending traditional techniques with contemporary artistic expressions. 

Over the years, as Pandey (2022) elucidates, the Ajrakh practitioners of Kutch have faced the 

challenges of maintaining authenticity while responding to evolving fashion trends and market 

demands. The need for innovation in design while retaining traditional methods has been 

essential for sustaining the craft in the face of industrial competition and shifting consumer 

preferences. Additionally, as highlighted by Edwards (2007), the Khatris, a hereditary caste of 

dyers and block printers in Kachchh, have had to navigate the complexities of a changing local 

trade environment and emerging globalised markets. These artisans have responded by 

developing new products that appeal to domestic and international customers, thus ensuring the 

survival of their craft. As the global economy continues to influence traditional practices, it is 

imperative to recognise and preserve the rich cultural heritage embodied in crafts like the Ajrakh 

block printing of Gujarat. 

This paper explores the intricate balance between maintaining traditional practices and adapting 

to contemporary needs, highlighting the cultural significance of handblock print fabrics in 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. By examining the craft's impact on community 

identity, economic sustainability, and cultural heritage, we aim to underline the importance of 

preserving this age-old art form in the face of globalisation and modern challenges. 
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2. AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

Aim of the Study 

This study aims to examine the enduring tradition of hand block printing in Madhya Pradesh, 

Gujarat, and Rajasthan, to understand its cultural, artistic, and economic significance, and to 

identify sustainable methods for its preservation and growth in the modern era. 

Objectives of the study  

1. To document and analyse the traditional handblock printing techniques and motifs of 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. 

2. To evaluate the economic impact and contribution of handblock printing to artisans' 

livelihoods in these regions. 

3. To identify the current challenges and opportunities within the handblock printing industry, 

including the influence of modern market dynamics. 

4. To propose strategies for the preservation and global recognition of handblock printing as an 

integral aspect of cultural heritage. 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The tradition of handblock printing in India is a testament to the country's rich cultural heritage, 

with distinct practices evolving in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. Each region offers 

unique contributions to the art form, shaped by historical influences, geographic conditions, and 

cultural motifs. This literature review synthesises findings from fundamental studies, 

highlighting the diversity and significance of hand block printing practices across these states 

while noting the scarcity of comparative analyses. 

Chouhan (2019) provides an essential historical overview, noting that hand block printing, 

originating over 2,000 years ago in China, found a significant place in India, with centers like 

Sanganer, Bagru, and Barmer in Rajasthan, Bagh in Madhya Pradesh, and several cities in 

Gujarat emerging as major hubs. This background sets the stage for understanding the regional 

diversification of the craft due to varied cultural influences and raw material availability. 

Kamble et al. (2022) and Mogra (2015) discuss the ergonomic challenges and the invisibility of 

traditional practices in modern times, respectively. Kamble et al. (2022) focus on the 

musculoskeletal disorders among artisans in Madhya Pradesh due to the repetitive nature of hand 

block printing, indicating a need for ergonomic intervention. Mogra (2015) sheds light on the 

dwindling practice of hand block printing in Udaipur, Rajasthan, highlighting challenges such as 

poor infrastructure, rising costs, and lack of market support, which threaten the survival of this 

traditional craft. 

In Gujarat, the evolution of Ajrakh printing from a traditional practice to a contemporary art 

form has been chronicled by Anjali Karolia and H. Buch (2008), who delve into the ways Ajrakh 

hand block printing has been responding to the demands of modern fashion. Their research 
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provides a window into the dynamic adaptability of hand block printing traditions, which have 

evolved while maintaining their rich cultural heritage. The transformation involves preserving 

the core elements that define Ajrakh and embracing new techniques and patterns, showcasing the 

innovation and resilience inherent in traditional crafts. 

The work of Tokas et al. (2022) on the commercialisation of hand block printing in the Jaipur 

region provides insights into how economic factors and market demands have influenced the 

craft, often at the expense of traditional methods and quality. This study highlights the tension 

between maintaining traditional craftsmanship and adapting to commercial pressures. 

Kamble, Pandit, and Sahu (2022) extend the discussion on occupational health by explicitly 

addressing the ergonomic challenges faced by artisans in Madhya Pradesh. Their study 

underscores the prevalence of musculoskeletal disorders (MSDs) among artisans, emphasising 

the urgent need for ergonomic interventions to mitigate health risks associated with the hand-

block printing process. 

In Rajasthan, Sharma and Pant (2017) explore the challenges traditional Mendh printing artisans 

face, including issues such as low education levels, inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of 

awareness about government programs. This study reveals the complexity of sustaining 

traditional crafts amidst modern challenges, suggesting the need for comprehensive support 

systems to aid artisans. 

The dynamism of traditional crafts is exemplified by the evolution of Ajrakh block printing in 

Gujarat, showcasing the craft's adaptability and resilience. As Karolina and Buch (2008) detail in 

their study, the craft of Ajrakh printing, known for its naturally dyed resist textiles, has been 

confronting the brink of extinction of its purest form. The surge in the fashion industry, the 

introduction of synthetic dyes, and the production of screens for textile printing have necessitated 

innovation within this traditional craft. Despite such challenges, the Ajrakh artisans have 

managed to sustain their craft by adapting their methods and designs to cater to modern 

aesthetics while retaining the essence of their heritage. This adaptation from traditional block 

printing methods to more contemporary forms, including hand painting, has been instrumental in 

keeping the craft relevant in today's market, thus preserving a critical aspect of Gujarat's cultural 

tapestry (Karolia & Buch, 2008). 

Edwards (2007) provides a nuanced perspective on the local trade of resist-dyed and block-

printed textiles in Kachchh District, Gujarat. By analysing the traditional market dynamics and 

emerging globalised markets, Edwards's study offers valuable insights into the economic and 

cultural shifts affecting the Khatri community of dyers and printers. This research underscores 

the significance of evolving market demands and the critical role of innovation in sustaining 

traditional crafts. 
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These studies emphasise the diversity and complexity of hand block printing practices in 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. They highlight the need for ergonomic, educational, 

and market-driven interventions to support artisans and ensure the survival of this intangible 

cultural heritage. Moreover, they reveal a critical gap in comparative analyses that could further 

elucidate regional differences and commonalities, contributing to more targeted preservation and 

development strategies. 

4. METHODOLOGY 

This research employs a qualitative methodology to explore the intricate world of hand block 

printing across Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. This study aims to unravel the 

historical evolution, distinct techniques and motifs, and socio-economic impacts of hand block 

printing in these regions through a comprehensive approach that includes field visits, interviews 

with artisans, and analysis of historical documents and artefacts. 

Field Visits: Field visits serve as a cornerstone of this research, enabling firsthand observation of 

the hand-block printing process and its integration within the local communities. These visits 

facilitate an immersive understanding of the craft's current state, artisans' working conditions, 

and each region's environmental context. The importance of fieldwork in understanding 

traditional crafts is well documented in studies such as those by Kamble et al. (2022), who 

emphasise the need for direct observation in assessing occupational health risks among artisans. 

Interviews with Artisans and Craftsmen: Personal interviews with artisans and craftsmen are 

crucial for capturing the subjective experiences, knowledge, and challenges individuals face 

within the handblock printing community. These discussions aim to uncover the nuanced skills, 

cultural significance, and personal stories behind the craft. The methodology reflects the 

approach of Edwards (2007), who highlighted the value of engaging with local communities to 

understand the trade dynamics and cultural implications of textile crafts in Gujarat. 

Analysis of Historical Documents and Artifacts: To trace the historical evolution of handblock 

printing, this study incorporates an analysis of historical documents, artefacts, and literature. 

Reviewing archival materials and existing research offers a deeper insight into hand block 

printing practices' origins, development, and transformations over time. This aspect of the 

methodology aligns with the work of Chouhan (2019), who utilised historical analysis to 

document the origins and spread of hand block printing in India. 

Data Analysis: The qualitative data collected through field visits, interviews, and historical 

document analysis will be thematically analysed. This approach enables the identification of 

recurring themes and patterns related to the techniques, motifs, and socio-economic aspects of 

handblock printing. The thematic analysis will be guided by the principles of Braun and Clarke 

(2006), emphasising a rigorous and systematic approach to data coding and theme development. 
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Ethical Considerations 

Ethical considerations are paramount in conducting this research. Prior informed consent will be 

obtained from all interview participants, ensuring confidentiality and the right to withdraw from 

the study at any point. The research will adhere to ethical standards for conducting fieldwork and 

data collection, respecting the cultural values and personal boundaries of the artisans and 

communities involved. 

This methodology sets the foundation for a comprehensive exploration of hand block printing in 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan, aiming to contribute valuable insights into preserving 

and revitalising this traditional craft. 

5. RESULTS 

Table 1: Overview of Hand Block Printing Techniques by Region 

Region Technique Unique Motifs Dye Types 

Madhya 

Pradesh 

Bagh Printing Geometric, Floral Natural & 

Vegetable 

Gujarat Ajrakh Printing Complex Geometric, Floral, 

Cosmic 

Natural, Indigo 

Rajasthan Sanganeri 

Printing 

Delicate Floral, Fauna Natural & 

Chemical 

This table summarises the hand block printing techniques observed in each region, highlighting 

the distinct motifs and types of dyes used. 

Graph 1: Artisan Income Levels by Region 

 
A bar graph representing the average monthly income of hand-block printing artisans in Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan, indicating economic impacts. 
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The graph shows the average monthly income of hand-block printing artisans across three 

regions: Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. Rajasthan artisans have the highest average 

monthly income, exceeding 350 USD. Gujarat artisans have an income slightly below 

Rajasthan's, around 350 USD. Madhya Pradesh artisans have the lowest average monthly 

income, around 300 USD. This highlights regional disparities in earnings for hand-block printing 

artisans. Rajasthan artisans may benefit from better market access, higher pricing power, or 

greater demand for their style. On the other hand, Madhya Pradesh artisans may face challenges 

such as lower demand, pricing challenges, or higher production costs. Understanding these 

differences is crucial for targeted economic development initiatives to support artisan 

communities effectively. 

Table 2: Economic Impact on Local Communities 

Region Number of Artisans Annual Revenue Generated Export Value 

Madhya Pradesh 500 $1M $500K 

Gujarat 800 $2M $1.5M 

Rajasthan 1000 $2.5M $2M 

This table summarises the economic contributions of hand-block printing in each region, 

including the number of artisans employed, the annual revenue generated from hand-block 

printing, and the export value of hand-block-printed products. 

Graph 2: Number of Artisans Employed Over Time 
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A line graph showing the trend in the number of artisans employed in hand block printing over 

the past decade in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan, highlighting the craft's growth or 

decline. 

The graph shows the trend in hand-block printing artisans from 2010 to 2020 across Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. Madhya Pradesh shows an upward trend, with a peak 

employment around 2014, followed by a sharp decline and recovery in 2018. Gujarat shows a 

stable trend with gradual growth, suggesting steady demand and effective support mechanisms 

for artisans. Rajasthan shows the most volatility, with sharp increases and decreases in 

employment numbers but an overall upward trend, with a peak in 2015 and a significant dip in 

2017. The trend recovers strongly in subsequent years, indicating resilience in the region's hand-

block printing sector. The graph suggests a positive long-term trend in artisan employment in all 

three regions, likely due to increased global interest in traditional crafts, successful promotion 

initiatives, or domestic market expansion. Further investigation is needed to understand the 

underlying causes and devise strategies for stabilising artisan employment. 

Table 3: Challenges Faced by Artisans 

Region Top Challenges Faced 

Madhya Pradesh Raw Material Costs, Market Competition 

Gujarat Water Scarcity, Dye Availability 

Rajasthan Industrialisation, Cheap Imitations 

This table lists artisans' top challenges in each region, as identified through interviews and field 

visits, indicating areas needing intervention for the craft's preservation. 

Graph 3: Impact of Initiatives on Artisan Support 
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A bar graph comparing the before and after effects of various initiatives (e.g., training programs, 

cooperative formations, government grants) on supporting artisans in each region, using metrics 

such as income levels and employment rates. 

The graph shows a significant increase in income and employment among artisans before and 

after implementing various support initiatives, including training programs, cooperative 

formations, and government grants. Training programs resulted in a 10% increase in income and 

employment, while cooperative formations saw a 15% increase and a 50% increase post-

initiation. Cooperative formations provided artisans better bargaining power, collective resource 

management, and market access, improving economic outcomes. Government grants, initially 

20%, saw a 60% increase after implementation, suggesting that financial assistance from the 

government is highly effective in supporting artisan communities. The graph emphasises the 

importance of continued and varied support for artisan communities to preserve traditional crafts 

and promote economic growth within these sectors. The data underscores the need for continued 

and varied support to preserve traditional crafts and promote economic growth. 

6. DISCUSSION 

The results highlight the rich diversity and cultural significance of hand block printing 

techniques across Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. While the economic impact of hand-

block printing is substantial, supporting numerous artisan communities, challenges such as 

industrialisation, competition, and environmental constraints threaten this heritage craft's 

sustainability. The study emphasises the importance of targeted initiatives for sustainable 

practices and support mechanisms to overcome these challenges and ensure the craft's longevity. 

7. CONCLUSION 

Hand block printing, as practised in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan, transcends its role 

as a method of textile production to stand as a vibrant embodiment of the cultural identity and 

heritage unique to each region. The intricate designs, techniques, and motifs developed over 

centuries are not just patterns on fabric but narratives woven into the fabric of regional culture, 

reflecting the communities' histories, myths, and relationships with nature. 

The research conducted has highlighted the significant economic, social, and cultural impact of 

hand-block printing on local communities. It has also brought to light the myriad challenges 

artisans face, including the pressures of industrialisation, changing market demands, and the 

erosion of traditional skills. Despite these challenges, hand block printing has shown remarkable 

resilience, adapting to contemporary demands while retaining its essential character. 

A multi-faceted approach is essential to ensure the preservation and continuation of this 

invaluable cultural heritage. Education plays a crucial role in transmitting the skills and 

knowledge of handblock printing to new generations and raising awareness of its value beyond 

mere economics. Through initiatives such as cooperatives, training programs, and government 
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grants, economic support is vital in providing artisans with the resources needed to sustain their 

practice and innovate within their craft. Lastly, global recognition of handblock printing's 

cultural value can open up new markets and opportunities, ensuring this tradition thrives in the 

modern world. 

In conclusion, handblock printing in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan is a testament to 

India's rich cultural tapestry. Its preservation is not just about safeguarding a craft but about 

maintaining a living tradition that contributes to the cultural diversity and richness of the global 

community. Concerted efforts towards education, economic support, and global recognition are 

essential in ensuring that this heritage craft continues to flourish, telling the stories of its regions 

and people to the world. 
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