International Journal of Engineering,
Science and Humanities

An international peer reviewed, refereed, open-access journal

Impact Factor 6.5 www.ijesh.com ISSN: 2250-3552

Collective Excitations and Critical Phenomena in Interacting Bose—Einstein

Condensates
Ravi Nath Choudhry
Research Scholar, Department of Physics, Arni University, Indora, Kangra (HP), India
Dr. Narendra Kumar
Assistant Professor, Department of Physics, Arni University, Indora, Kangra (HP), India

Abstract

Bose—Einstein condensation represents a quintessential manifestation of quantum mechanics at
macroscopic scales, where a dilute gas of bosonic atoms undergoes a phase transition to form a
coherent matter wave. This study presents a comprehensive theoretical investigation of collective
excitations and critical phenomena in interacting Bose—Einstein condensates (BECs). Beginning
with the Gross—Pitaevskii equation i 0¥/ dt = [—h2V2/(2m) + Ve + gl |?]¥, we develop
the Bogoliubov theory of excitations yielding the spectrum E(k) = /e, (e, + 2gn), where e, =
h?k?/(2m) is the free-particle energy and g = 4mh?a,/m characterizes contact interactions. The
spectrum reveals phonon behavior E = Ack at low momenta with sound velocity ¢ = \W
transitioning to free-particle dispersion at momenta exceeding the inverse healing length ¢ =
1 /\W. Collective modes in harmonically trapped condensates are analyzed in the Thomas—
Fermi regime, yielding breathing mode frequency wz = V5 wyrap and quadrupole frequency w, =
\/Ewtrap. Damping mechanisms including Landau damping (y,, « T?3) and Beliaev damping (yp «

E?) are characterized. The Lee-Huang-Yang correction u = gn[1 + (32/3)y/na3/r| extends the
equation of state beyond mean field. Critical phenomena near T, are analyzed within the 3D XY
universality class, with critical exponents v = 0.6717, § = 0.3486, and the interaction-induced
shift AT./T? = c;a;n'/? with ¢; = 1.3. All predictions show excellent agreement with
experimental measurements on ultracold atomic gases.

Keywords: Bose—Einstein Condensation, Collective Excitations, Bogoliubov Spectrum, Critical
Phenomena, Gross—Pitaevskii Equation, Quantum Fluctuations, Superfluidity, Ultracold Atoms
1. Introduction

The experimental realization of Bose—Einstein condensation in dilute atomic gases in 1995 marked
a watershed moment in physics, enabling the direct observation and manipulation of quantum
phenomena at unprecedented scales [1], [2]. Unlike superfluid helium, where strong interactions
complicate theoretical analysis, ultracold atomic BECs operate in the weakly interacting regime
where systematic theoretical approaches achieve quantitative accuracy [3].
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Bose—Einstein condensation occurs when a gas of bosonic particles is cooled below a critical
temperature T,, causing a macroscopic fraction of atoms to occupy the single-particle ground state
[4]. For a non-interacting gas in three dimensions, the critical temperature is given by:
Y = i (—n )2/3 (D
mkg \{(3/2)
where n is the particle density, m is the atomic mass, kj is Boltzmann’s constant, and {(3/2) =
2.612 is the Riemann zeta function [5].
Below T, the condensate fraction follows the temperature dependence:
1, T\3/2
-z @
where n, is the condensate density [6]. Interactions modify both the critical temperature and the
condensate fraction, introducing corrections that depend on the s-wave scattering length a,
characterizing two-body collisions [7].
The theoretical description of weakly interacting BECs rests on the Gross—Pitaevskii equation
(GPE), a nonlinear Schrodinger equation incorporating mean-field interactions [8]:
0¥ h2v? 5
i E=I_W+Vext+gllpl l‘f’ (3)
where ¥ (1, t) is the condensate wave function, V,,; is the external trapping potential, and g =
4mh2ag/m is the interaction coupling constant [9].
Collective excitations of the condensate reveal fundamental properties of the quantum fluid. The
Bogoliubov theory predicts an excitation spectrum with phonon-like behavior at low momenta,
transitioning to free-particle dispersion at high momenta [10]:

E(k) = Vex(ex +2gn)  (4)
where €, = h?k?/(2m) is the free-particle energy [11]. This spectrum establishes superfluidity
through the Landau criterion, which requires a minimum velocity for excitation creation.
The sound velocity extracted from the linear portion of the spectrum is:

c=\g (5)

This relation connects microscopic interaction parameters to macroscopic transport properties,
enabling precision tests of many-body theory [12].

Critical phenomena near the BEC phase transition exhibit universal behavior governed by
symmetry and dimensionality rather than microscopic details [13]. The dilute BEC transition
belongs to the three-dimensional XY universality class, sharing critical exponents with superfluid
helium and the classical XY model [14], [15]. Experimental confirmation of this universality has
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been achieved through precision measurements of critical temperature shifts and correlation
functions [16], [17].

This study presents a comprehensive theoretical analysis of collective excitations and critical
phenomena in interacting BECs. We examine the Bogoliubov spectrum and its implications for
superfluidity, analyze collective modes in trapped condensates, investigate critical behavior and
universality, and explore beyond-mean-field effects including quantum depletion and the Lee—
Huang—Yang correction.

2. Theoretical Framework

2.1 Bogoliubov Theory

The Bogoliubov approach treats fluctuations around the condensate through a canonical

transformation. Writing the field operator as ¥ = ¥, + 6y, where ¥, = /n, is the condensate
amplitude and 8¢ describes excitations, the Hamiltonian becomes [18]:
H=E, + ZE K ala,  (6)

k#0
where a;, are quasiparticle operators and E (k) is the Bogoliubov spectrum from Equation (4) [19].

The quasiparticle transformation involves the coherence factors:

£=iE) o
£-iE0) o

satisfying uZ — vZ = 1 [20].
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Figure 1. BEC Phase Transition and Collective Excitations
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Figure 1. BEC Phase Transition and Collective Excitations
Panel (a) shows the condensate fraction as a function of temperature, comparing ideal and
interacting gases. Panel (b) displays the Bogoliubov excitation spectrum, demonstrating the
phonon-to-particle crossover. Panel (c) illustrates the interaction dependence of sound velocity.
Panel (d) presents the quantum depletion as a function of the gas parameter.
2.2 Healing Length and Energy Scales
The healing length & characterizes the spatial scale over which the condensate recovers from
perturbations [21]:

h 1

J2mgn - \/8mnag
This length separates the phonon regime (ké <« 1) from the particle regime (ké > 1) in the

excitation spectrum [22].
The chemical potential at zero temperature in the Thomas—Fermi approximation is:

§= 9)
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Amh?agn
p=gn=—r—— (10)
relating the thermodynamic properties to microscopic parameters [23].
2.3 Collective Modes in Traps
For harmonically trapped condensates with potential Vey = m(w2x? + wZy? + w?z?)/2,
collective modes are obtained by linearizing the GPE around the equilibrium density profile [24].
In the Thomas—Fermi limit where kinetic energy is negligible, the equilibrium density follows:
— Vext (T
n(r) — u gext( ) (11)
for Vo < u, and zero otherwise [25].
The collective mode frequencies are obtained from the hydrodynamic equations. For an isotropic
trap, the breathing (monopole) mode frequency is [26]:

Wp = \/gwtrap (12)
while the quadrupole mode has frequency:
wo = \/Ea)trap (13)
These results differ from the non-interacting case (wp = 2wy, for all modes), demonstrating the

collective nature of excitations in interacting systems [27].
For anisotropic traps, the scissors mode provides a sensitive probe of superfluidity. Its frequency

is [28]:
Wge = fw,% + w} (14)

in the superfluid regime, differing from the classical value and enabling direct measurement of
superfluidity [29].
3. Results
3.1 Excitation Spectrum Analysis
The Bogoliubov spectrum (Equation 4) exhibits distinct regimes depending on the momentum
scale relative to the healing length. At low momenta (k¢ «< 1):
E(k) ~ hck (15)

corresponding to phonon excitations propagating at the sound velocity ¢ from Equation (5) [30].
At high momenta (k& > 1):

E(k) = €, + gn (16)
recovering free-particle behavior with a mean-field energy shift [31].
Table 1 presents the characteristic energy and length scales for typical experimental parameters.
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Table 1. Characteristic Scales for 8Rb BEC (n = 10** cm 3, a; = 5.3 nm)

Quantity Symbol Value
Healing length & 0.24 um
Sound velocity c 3.8 mm/s

Chemical potential u/h 1.2kHz
Critical temperature T, 170 nK

3.2 Collective Modes in Trapped Condensates

Figure 2, Collective Modes in Trapped Bose-Einstein Condensates
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Figure 2. Collective Modes in Trapped Bose—Einstein Condensates
Panel (a) shows density profiles for the ground state and collective excitations. Panel (b) displays
mode frequencies as functions of interaction strength, approaching Thomas—Fermi predictions at
strong interactions. Panel (c) analyzes damping mechanisms, with Landau damping dominating at
higher temperatures. Panel (d) compares theoretical predictions with experimental measurements.
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The transition from non-interacting to Thomas—Fermi behavior occurs when the interaction energy
exceeds the kinetic energy, characterized by the parameter [32]:

Nag a7

‘r] =
Gho

where ap, = /h/(mwtrap) is the harmonic oscillator length. For n > 1, the Thomas—Fermi

approximation holds [33].
3.3 Damping Mechanisms
Collective oscillations decay through several mechanisms. Landau damping arises from energy
transfer to thermal excitations [34]:
3 hw
y, « T>exp (— kB_T> (18)
for temperatures below T,. This mechanism dominates at finite temperature [35].
Beliaev damping involves decay of excitations into pairs of lower-energy modes [36]:
v < (gn)?E®  (19)
This process occurs even at zero temperature and becomes significant for high-energy excitations
[37].
3.4 Quantum Fluctuations
Beyond-mean-field corrections arise from quantum fluctuations of the condensate. The quantum
depletion—fraction of atoms outside the condensate at T = 0—is given by [38]:

n’_8 na3 20)
n 3. 71

For typical experimental conditions (na® ~ 107°), the depletion is of order 1%, justifying the
mean-field approach [39].
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Figure 3. Quantum Fluctuations and Correlation Functions
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Figure 3. Quantum Fluctuations and Correlation Functions
Panel (a) shows quantum depletion as a function of the gas parameter. Panel (b) displays the pair
correlation function, revealing the healing length scale. Panel (c) presents the static structure
factor, demonstrating suppression at low momenta characteristic of interacting BECs. Panel (d)
illustrates the momentum distribution showing the characteristic high-momentum tail.
The Lee—Huang-Yang (LHY) correction modifies the equation of state [40]:

—on|1+ 2 P2 e
H=gn 3 | 1

This correction becomes important for strongly interacting systems and plays a crucial role in
stabilizing quantum droplets [41].
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3.5 Critical Phenomena
Near the phase transition, thermodynamic quantities exhibit power-law behavior characterized by
critical exponents [42]:
ng« (T-THF  (22)
$corr (T - Tc)_v (23)
G (T-T)™% (24
where &, IS the correlation length and Cy, is the specific heat [43].

The interaction-induced shift of the critical temperature is [44]:
AT,
T—OC = ¢, ant? + ¢, (asn1/3)2 + o (25)
Cc
where ¢; = 1.3 from Monte Carlo simulations, compared to the mean-field prediction ¢; = 0 [45].
Figure 4. Beyond Mean-Field Effects and Experimental Validation
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Figure 4. Beyond Mean-Field Effects and Experimental Validation
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Panel (a) compares equations of state in different approximations. Panel (b) shows breathing mode
frequencies compared to experiment. Panel (c) displays the superfluid fraction versus temperature.
Panel (d) presents critical exponents demonstrating XY universality.

Table 2 summarizes the critical exponents for the 3D XY universality class.

Table 2. Critical Exponents for BEC Phase Transition

Exponent Mean-field 3D XY Class BEC Experiment
a 0 (discontinuous) —0.015 —0.02 £0.01
B 0.5 0.3486 0.35+0.02
y 1 1.3178 1.32+£0.05
v 0.5 0.6717 0.67 £0.03
n 0 0.0381 0.04 £0.02

The experimental values agree with the 3D XY universality class, confirming the universal nature
of the BEC transition [46].
4. Discussion
4.1 Validity of Mean-Field Theory
The Gross—Pitaevskii equation provides an accurate description when several conditions are
satisfied [47]:

«  Diluteness: na® « 1, ensuring weak interactions

»  Low temperature: T «< T, maintaining large condensate fraction

*  Weak correlations: & > ag, justifying contact interaction approximation
For typical alkali BECs, these conditions are well satisfied, explaining the remarkable success of
mean-field theory [48].
4.2 Beyond Mean-Field Effects
Several phenomena require corrections beyond GPE:
Quantum droplets: Self-bound states stabilized by the LHY correction against mean-field
collapse. The balance between attractive mean-field and repulsive quantum fluctuations creates
equilibrium at finite density [49]:

Neq X |8al 2 (26)

where §a is the difference between intra- and inter-species scattering lengths in mixtures [50].
Three-body losses: At high densities, three-body recombination limits condensate lifetime

according to:
dn

—=—L.n3 2
dt 3N (27)

with the loss coefficient L typically of order 10722 cm®/s [51].
4.3 Comparison with Experiment
The theoretical predictions show excellent agreement with experimental measurements:
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«  Breathing mode frequencies agree within 2% across the interaction range [52]

«  Sound velocity measurements confirm the ./ gn/m scaling [53]
»  Critical temperature shifts match Monte Carlo predictions [54]
»  Superfluid fraction follows two-fluid model predictions [55]
These validations establish the quantitative accuracy of the theoretical framework.
4.4 Implications for Quantum Simulation
BECs provide platforms for quantum simulation of many-body physics [56]:
«  Optical lattices create tunable Hubbard models [57]
«  Feshbach resonances enable interaction control [58]
«  Spinor condensates simulate magnetic systems [59]
« Dipolar BECs exhibit long-range interactions [60]
The understanding of collective excitations guides the design and interpretation of these quantum
simulators.
4.5 Limitations
Several limitations affect the present analysis:
« Contact interaction approximation neglects finite-range effects important for dense
systems
«  Zero-temperature formalism requires thermal corrections near T,
»  Three-dimensional results may not apply to reduced geometries
»  Single-component analysis excludes multi-component and spinor effects [61]
5. Conclusion
This study presents a comprehensive theoretical investigation of collective excitations and critical
phenomena in interacting Bose—Einstein condensates. The principal findings are:
Bogoliubov spectrum: The excitation spectrum exhibits phonon behavior at low momenta and
free-particle behavior at high momenta, with the crossover occurring at the healing length scale.

The sound velocity ¢ = /gn/m directly tests interaction parameters [62].

Collective modes: Trapped condensate oscillations provide precision probes of many-body
physics. The breathing and scissors mode frequencies show excellent agreement with
hydrodynamic predictions in the Thomas—Fermi regime [63].

Damping mechanisms: Landau damping dominates at finite temperature while Beliaev damping
provides the zero-temperature decay channel. Understanding these processes is essential for
precision spectroscopy [64].

Critical phenomena: The BEC transition belongs to the 3D XY universality class, with critical
exponents matching superfluid helium and theoretical predictions. This universality demonstrates
the power of renormalization group concepts [65].
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Quantum corrections: Lee—Huang—Yang corrections become important for strongly interacting
systems, stabilizing quantum droplets and modifying the equation of state [66].

The theoretical framework established provides a foundation for precision tests of quantum many-
body theory and guides applications in quantum sensing, simulation, and information processing
[67], [68], [69], [70].
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